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Stallholder's checklist 
Packing boxes  Depending on how much stock you have, its size, and 

the distance from car to stall, you will need to plan 
what fits into your car (or van), how you can carry or 
move stuff, and how you will get it home again. 

IKEA stacking plastic boxes with lids are good for 
space and can easily and safely be turned into a 
selling space (have spare covering material to hand) 
in front of or to the side of a stall. Cardboard boxes 
are difficult to guarantee strength and can get wet. 
Some people with lots of small items use suitcases as 
they have a handle. 

Box wheeler/ platform 
trolley/ sack truck 

 If you have a trolley of any sort, take it with you – 
there can often be a surprising distance to carry your 
stock! But do practise at home to make sure your load 
is stable… or add stretchy elastic bungee straps to the 
list! 

Packing material  Newspaper, bubble wrap, plastic and paper bags for 
when you sell and for repacking unsold items – you 
will always need extra – this is a major opportunity 
for recycling. 

Float (change)  Think about the prices you will be charging – 99p 
means you will need a lot of 1p pieces, £5 means lots 
of £5 notes to make change from £10/£20 notes. 

Make sure you get plastic change bags from the bank 
so that you can sort and count the float back into 
them ready for the bank. Don't mix old/new £1 coins 
and keep £2 coins separate too. 

Note down what amounts you have and in what form. 
This will help you when you count up the float at the 
end of the day – and if there's a second day it tells 
you what you may need to get for that day. 

Lights (for 
illumination) 

 Not always necessary but really brings the stall alive 
and lets colours shine. 
Maximum of three per metre of stall. 

Flexible spotlighting is best. 

Electric extension 
cables 

 Find out before you go whether you will have access 
to electricity. 
Be aware that coiled up cables heat up so, eight hours 
with lights on may become a problem. 

Have more not less, as you never know how far away 
the electric point will be! 

Cloth for covering 
tables 

 Hanging to the floor at the front of the stall looks best 
and hides all your empty boxes. 

Make a feature of this to draw out the colours of what 
you are selling – the background to your pieces is all 
part of the staging and therefore selling. 

Cloth for covering 
stall if left overnight 

 This needs to be a light fabric so it can go over your 
display at the end of the day. The cloth catches dust 
and removes temptation. 
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Remember to lay down taller items when putting it on 
and remove carefully so as not to pull something 
over. 

Cleaning materials  A cloth and polish are very useful for a final spruce-
up, or for cleaning any late stock additions. 

Kitchen towel or 
absorbent cloth 

 You will knock your coffee over at some point! 

Pricing-up kit  Spare pricing tickets and attaching methods, pens, 
Sellotape, Blu Tac for sign hanging, etc. 
You may find a bargain with another trader and want 
to sell it straight away on your own stall, or you may 
want to discount items, or even gather together a £5 
corner on your stall. 

Business cards and 
display holders 

 Promotion, promotion, promotion. 

Loupe  If you sell hallmarked items, customers may want to 
borrow a loupe – but keep it round your neck so it 
doesn't get borrowed for too long! 

Notebook  Ideally A5 size so it's not too small to find in a rush, 
and not too big to end up being put to one side. 

Taking peoples details, follow up information etc the 
list of things you may want to write down is never 
ending. 

Stock list  A pre-printed list of items by stock number and 
description is useful for ticking off and noting the 
actual price sold for (if it's not the marked price). 
When you return home this list will help you reconcile 
your books and stock take. 

If you find yourself too busy selling to do this, just be 
very grateful you're selling so much. This list will help 
you to see what you sold, how much for, and explain 
your income. 

Masking tape  For sticking down cables and other trip hazards 
around your stall, without leaving sticky traces. 

Staging  Use folding shelves or upside-down boxes to create a 
variety of heights. Vases are better displayed higher, 
whereas dishes might be better lower down. 

G-clamps  For holding staging in place and to reduce the 
likelihood of shelves falling over. Don't overtighten on 
wooden items as the pressure may snap the wood. 

Pins  For pinning your tablecloths in place. 

Food and drink  There is likely to be food and drink available at any 
event but it is also perfectly possible to spend all your 
earnings buying it! 
Try bite-size things and drinks with lids so you can eat 
while you are serving and can walk away from a drink 
without worrying about it being knocked over. Plus 
plenty of water – your friendly fellow stallholders will 
mind your stock if you need to go to the loo. 

Chairs  Standing for even one hour can be pretty hard! 

 

Don't forget to check your list before you leave! 


